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   JESU JUVA    

 

 

THE SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

Text: Genesis 2:7-17; St. Mark 8:1-9 

 

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER, AND OF THE  SON, AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.  AMEN. 

 
In the beginning, God created all things and He looked and 

saw that His creation was very good.  But our first parents, 

Adam and Eve, were not content with God’s goodness.  When they 

could have eaten from the “Tree of Life,” they chose, instead, 

to enjoy the forbidden temporal pleasures from the “Tree of 

Death.”  And in the day that they ate of it, Adam and Eve surely 

died, for they had sinned and, as St. Paul tells us, “the wages 

of sin is death.”  

 

But this sad story does not end there, for in the sin of 

Adam and Eve all have sinned, and are deserving of only death.  

With their sin, God’s good creation has been distorted through 

sin’s corruption.  When we could have had life, we now can 

choose only death.  So it is that we now live out our short 

lives by the sweat of our brow, for creation has been cursed for 

our sake.  The ground will not yield its fruits to us without 

toil and back-breaking labor, and in the end, no matter how 

great our efforts, no matter how rich or famous one may become, 

no matter how much power one may wield, president or pauper, 

king or criminal, we all die. 

 

But God has had compassion on us.  He has seen our frailty; He has seen the poverty of 

our spirit; He has seen our weakness and our need.  His compassion caused CHRIST to give up 

the joys of heaven, to step down from His heavenly throne and take on our flesh, to live among 

us, subject to all our wants and laid bare to all our temptations, and yet, overcome them all.  Our 

LORD JESUS has known all our pain and frustrations and our sorrow.  He gave Himself up to our 

vindictiveness, our cruelty, and our hatred.  He died our death.  He has forgiven us all our sins 

and made us His own brothers and sisters, the children of our heavenly FATHER.  This is God’s 

compassion. 
 

But like Adam and Eve, God’s good gift is not good enough 

for us.  We would have more.  Never satisfied with what God 

provides, we demand more—more money, more power, more comfort, 

more health, more youth, more beauty, more, more, more. 

 

Therefore, Jesus has given us this example of Christian faith.  Four thousand men were 

drawn by JESUS into the wilderness.  With them came their wives and children, their servants 

and slaves, who were not numbered.  Why?  For what reason did they follow JESUS?  They came 



 2 

to hear His Word.  They came to be fed on the Word of Life by the very Word of Life Himself.  

They came because JESUS had compassion on them and drew them away from the comforts of 

this world with all its distractions so that they might receive from Him the gifts He has to give 

them of the life and world to come. 
 

They came to hear the Words of eternal life from He who is the Light and Life of all 

creation.  Time passed quickly.  One day soon ended, and then the next, and then the next.  For 

three days they sat silently listening to JESUS speak, drinking in the Living Waters that He had to 

give them.  No one looked at their watches; no one fidgeted in their seats; no one longed for 

Him to finish quickly.  They sat and listened without a care for the outside world; without a care 

for the time spent in His presence, and with little thought for the necessities of food and water.  

Even on the third day they had not yet realized their predicament, for now, they were left with 

nothing to eat, and where, in this wilderness, would they find food enough to feed even one 

family, never mind 4000 men and their households?  

 

Today, one might call these people foolish.  I am sure the world would say that they have 

been the authors of their own problems—that they had gone too far in their fundamentalist zeal 

for God’s Word.  Yet, these people are a wonderful model of the Christian life, for their desire 

was for their LORD.  Their greatest longing was to be in His presence, so much so, that they set 

aside all earthly needs and temporary cravings.  They ignored their stomachs, which when fed 

will only become hungry again.  What they needed, what they wanted, were the Words of 

eternal life.  They desired to eat of the Bread which comes down from heaven and drink Living 

Water from the Well of Salvation. 

 

So it is that for three days, they think of nothing but the LORD’s mercy.  For three days, 

they desire nothing but the LORD and whatever He chooses to give them.  For three days, they 

hang on every word He speaks, ready to do whatever He says.  For three days, they cry out to 

Him to heal their souls because they have sinned against God and against man.  For three days 

they put aside the needs of their bodies because they hunger for the needs of their immortal 

souls.  And our good and gracious LORD will not send them away fasting.  They hunger and 

thirst for righteousness because they hunger and thirst for the Righteous One.  He will not send 

them to their homes without giving them something to strengthen them in body and soul.  So, 

He feeds them—He feeds them with bread blessed with His Word.  In one and the same event, 

they received a two-fold feeding—one of body and another of soul. 

 

Just as it was for those who followed Jesus into the wilderness, so it is for you today.  For 

this same JESUS is here for you in this place.  He draws you here from the highways and byways 

of life.  He brings you to this place; a place set apart.  JESUS brings you here where you are set 

free from worldly distractions, even if only for a short while, that He can feed you with His 

Word and nourish you with His very own Body and Blood.  Here, in this very nave and chancel, 

your Lord feeds your soul even as He feeds your body.  For, you see, JESUS does not only 

preach His Word into your ears; He also feeds you by placing His Word, in the form of His 

Flesh upon your tongue, and His Blood upon your lips. 
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In this way, JESUS provides you with not only what you need for your body; He also 

desires to nourish and provide for you what you need for your soul.  So, in one and the same 

Divine Service, your LORD gives to you all you need to support your body and life, to strengthen 

and preserve you, body and soul, unto life everlasting. 

 

Therefore, drawn to this place by JESUS through the HOLY SPIRIT, we pray.  We pray not 

only for daily bread, but for all that we need to obtain and stay in this one holy catholic, or 

universal, faith.  We pray that we would wait on the LORD and hope in His Word, and we pray 

for all of the good things of creation that God has promised to give to us.  We pray for strength, 

guidance, and courage, we pray for faith, we pray for forgiveness. 

 

We pray and the LORD provides as the LORD always does.  For He is the LORD who, in 

His compassion, gave up the joys of heaven, stepping down from His heavenly throne, taking on 

our flesh, and living among us; who made Himself subject to all our human weaknesses and 

frailties and was in every way tempted as we are and yet, was without sin. 

 

Our LORD JESUS has known all our pain and frustrations.  He gave Himself up to our 

vindictiveness, our cruelty, and our hatred.  He died our death and overcame the grave for us.  

He has forgiven us all our sins and lovingly invites us to believe that He is our Brother even as 

His FATHER tenderly invites us to believe that He is our true FATHER, and we are His true 

children. 

 

JESUS bids us, to come unto Him, follow Him, and listen to Him.  He is here to feed us 

with His own hand.  He gives to us more than we can or would ever ask for, more than we ever 

knew we needed.  He gives to us life and salvation through the forgiveness of our sins in Water 

and Word and with His very own Body and Blood, given and shed for us so that we may live 

with Him forever.  With these, He crucifies our sinful desires.  With these, He gives His love to 

us.  With these JESUS says: “I forgive you all your sins.” 

 

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER, AND OF THE  SON, AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.  AMEN. 
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