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   JESU JUVA    

 

 

THE FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

Text: St. Luke 10:23-37 

 

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER, AND OF THE  SON, AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.  
AMEN. 

 

For what purpose are you here today?  What has drawn you to this house 
of God?  If I had to guess, I would say that the most obvious reason is that you 

are here to worship the LORD your God.  But what exactly does this mean?  

What is Christian worship?  How are we Christians to worship?  How are we 
to understand worship? 

 
In a world where seemingly anything goes, even in the context of 

Christian worship, these are more than a fair questions, the answers to which 

are no trivial thing.  For “the Church exists for the glory of God, and worship 
is the center of her life” (Lindemann).  But if the Church truly exists for “the 

glory of God,” what, then, does this mean?  How does our worship, indeed, 

how does your worship, reflect the purpose for which the Church exists? 
 

Ask the question, “What is worship?” of anyone, and I believe it to be a 

pretty fair assumption that most people queried, assuming they are Christian, 
would reply that worship is giving thanks and praise to God, and they would 

be correct—well, half correct at any rate. 

 
Yet, if they are only half correct, what is it that they left out?  Where 

have they gone wrong?  After all, is that not what we witnessed in our Gospel 

text this morning?  Did the Samaritan leper, or did he not, return to JESUS and 
fall prostrate before Him giving Him thanks and praise?  In fact, he did, but is 

there not much more going on in our text?  Is that where our text begins and 

ends? 
 

You see, worship is motivated by the soul and the soul can only be 

properly motivated by Christian faith, and Christian faith can only be properly 
motivated by the Word of God as spoken to the Church through the Holy 
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Spirit and applied to the Christian in the blessed Sacraments of Holy Baptism, 

the LORD’s Supper, and Holy Absolution. 
 

It is as though the Word and Blessed Sacraments of God are as food.  

Only by eating it will it give us strength.  Only in trusting in the Word and 
Sacraments of God will one benefit from the same.  Only by faith will one 

receive the benefits of CHRIST’s death and resurrection for our salvation as 

they are found in these divine marks of the Church. 
 

Therefore, “Our LORD speaks, and we listen.  His Word bestows what it 

says.  Faith that is born from what is heard acknowledges the gifts received 
with eager thankfulness and praise” (Introduction to Lutheran Worship).  Our 

LORD speaks faith into us through His Word and pours faith over us in 

baptismal water, and into us in bread, which is His Body, and wine, which is 
His Blood.  Understanding this, we begin to see the proper shape and function 

of worship. 

 
Thus, worship is first and foremost receiving.  Its primary rhythm is 

from God to His people.  Only after receiving the gifts God so desires to give 

His people can they perform worship’s secondary function, that of thanks and 
praise.  For this reason, we Lutherans call worship, “Gottesdienst,” that is, 

“God’s Service.” 

 
We Lutherans believe and confess that worship is first God’s service to 

us.  In the worship of the Church, God comes to His people as our Creator, 

Redeemer, and Sanctifier.  He comes as the Servant LORD who gave His life 
that we might live.  JESUS “did not come to be served, but to serve, and to 

give His life as a Ransom for many.”  To this, God’s people respond with 
thanksgiving and praise, giving all glory to God.  Yet, even this response is 

motivated within us by God whose compassion and mercy moved Him to save 

us from ourselves, from Satan, and the world. 
 

Therefore, when the Church worships she preaches the Gospel and 

administers the Sacraments, knowing that it is truly God who is doing the 
speaking and the administering for the sake of the salvation and sanctification 

of His people.  In turn, when in response, the Church then “offers her 
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sacrifices to God, she offers them through CHRIST, in the HOLY SPIRIT, to the 

praise and glorification of God” (Lang). 
 

It is with this understanding of worship that I pray you have come here 

today, for if you have come with only half the answer to the question, “What 
is worship?”, if your praise has become for you the focal point of your 

worship, your worship is empty and little more than mere window dressing, 

no more worthy of God than the prayers of thanks prayed by the Pharisee who 
thanked God that He was not like other men. 

 

Certainly, there is little doubt that the Samaritan leper of our Gospel text 
came to know worship as “Gottesdienst.”  That day, as JESUS traveled 

through Samaria and Galilee, ten lepers came to Him in faith believing that He 

was a miracle worker who could relieve their suffering.  Yet there was only 
one who returned in true faith, recognizing JESUS for who He truly is—his 

LORD and God.  Only the Samaritan returned and gave thanks and praise to 

JESUS, whose very Name means “SAVIOR.” 
 

The Samaritan was the only one among the ten who recognized what he 

had received from CHRIST who gave him more than simple healing from a 
dreaded disease of the flesh.  The Samaritan alone returned to worship JESUS 

as His Creator and Redeemer, recognizing Him as the Creator of all things 

who had come to redeem the world and restore His creation that has been 
ravaged by sin. 

 

The Samaritan returned to give thanks, not to a mere miracle worker, nor 
simply to a great prophet.  Having received healing of the flesh from JESUS, 

the Word made Flesh, he knew he had received redemption at the Word of He 
who had come to make all things new, to restore all things; he returned to give 

thanks to God. 

 
Therefore we learn that in worship, the grace and mercy of God always 

precede our praise.  Worship always begins in faithful reception of God’s 

bountiful gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation.  The worship of God’s 
people always begins with the reception of gifts from He who is always more 

willing to give far more than we either desire or deserve. 
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Thus, in the worship of the one true Church, God’s people receive the 

One thing needful, the One thing that heals not just our physical infirmities 
and sicknesses, but the spiritual leprosy of our sin; a disease that threatens to 

cut us off from God and salvation.  In worship we receive what only God can 

give: new and eternal life, rest, love, hope, and true peace; we receive the 
righteousness of CHRIST for the forgiveness of our sins.  In worship, we cry 

out to the only One who can save us.  In faith, we worship crying out, “JESUS, 

Master, have mercy on [me]!” knowing that He will hear, and hearing, grant 
us mercy. 

 

This has been accomplished for us already in CHRIST’s all-atoning 
sacrifice through His innocent suffering and death on the Cross.  Therefore, 

we return to the SAVIOR, not for the primary purpose to give, not to bestow 

gifts, but to be fed over and over again in the worship and liturgy of the 
Church; we return to the SAVIOR to receive life and then show forth our 

praise. 

 
So, like the Samaritan, we here are gathered in this holy house, in the 

presence of the LORD, for the purpose of receiving His mercy.  We respond by 

glorifying and honoring JESUS for His goodness toward us.  We genuflect at 
JESUS’ feet.  In point of fact, we bow at JESUS’ feet as we kneel here at His 

altar, the place where He is concretely and bodily present for us at the point of 

His Flesh and Blood. 
 

Here at this chancel rail, and chancel rails just like it throughout the 

world, God’s Church comes praying “LORD, I am not worthy that You should 
come under my roof, but only speak the Word and my soul shall be healed.”  

As poor sinners, we come praying “LORD, have mercy upon us, CHRIST, have 
mercy upon us, LORD, have mercy upon us!” 

 

We come to the Font of all mercy, to acknowledge and confess Him as 
the Giver of every blessing.  We give thanks to the LORD as He feeds us with 

the fruits of His sacrifice in His true Body and Blood, which cleanse us and 

bring us new life. 
 

JESUS is truly here as your High Priest, filling you with His mercy 

through His Words and His Holy Supper.  He is truly here bringing health to 
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your flesh and the resurrection of your body with His Medicine of 

Immortality. 
 

So come and fall on your knees before your LORD and SAVIOR.  He has 

heard your cry, “JESUS, MASTER have mercy on [me].”  Here JESUS stands not 
afar off, but so near that you can touch Him.  Here He gives to you that peace 

which only He can give—a peace to calm your fears, heal your hurts, dry your 

tears, and restore your soul.  JESUS hears your cry for mercy and answers you 
with His sweet Words of life in His blessed absolution, “I forgive you all your 

sins.” 

 
IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER, AND OF THE  SON, AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.  

AMEN. 
 

   SOLI DEO GLORIA    

 

Rev. Raymond D. Parent II 

Our Savior Evangelical Lutheran Church 
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