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THE FEAST OF THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD / CHRISTMAS EVE
Text: St. Matthew 1:18-25

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER, AND OF THE ** SON, AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. AMEN.

We all live with a dirty little secret. No one likes to talk about it. It does not seem to be
polite conversation in mixed, or, for that matter, unmixed, company. Certainly, none of us
would brag about it. Yet, this secret permeates everything we are, everything we say, and
everything we do. There is no part of our lives that is untouched by this secret, no part of our
daily activity that does not bear the taint and impact of its affect.

To tell you the truth, this secret is really no secret at all since everyone is in on the secret;
yet, many will deny it even exists. Many more have fooled themselves into believing that, while
this secret is real, it does not affect them in any way, but only affects everyone else. They
believe and say that the secret has no power over them. But they deceive themselves and the
truth is not in them. If they are not lying, at least in the sense that they are truly convinced that
this secret has no power over them, then at the very best, they are sorely mistaken, because this
dirty little secret is the cause of all human pain and suffering,

Perhaps this secret persists because we like to keep secrets. We like to say that
“knowledge is power.” But this particular secret is not accompanied by any such power, but by
weakness, and it only leads to death—eternal death. A more likely reason for this secret to
persist is our shame, and I am sure you know by now that I am speaking of sin—your sin, my
sin, all sin.

You are a sinner! [ am a sinner! And I have another little secret for you, GOD knows we
are a sinners. We may have fooled others, we may have even been successful in fooling
ourselves, but we have not fooled GOD. We may attempt to hide our sins from everyone,
including ourselves, and many of us are quite adept in this, but it is impossible to hide our sins
from GOD.

GoD knows the secrets of every heart. He knows your every secret thought and desire.
Our LORD knows all the little secrets you have always hoped no one else would ever know
about. He knows about your secret jealousies, your pride, your secret lusts and desires. He can
tell you of your every vulgar thought, word, and deed. GOD knows about your hatred and your
greed. GOD knows everything about you, and that means everything, even your sins. He knows
about every one of your transgressions, great or small. And I have one more secret for you; all
your secret sins require the punishment of eternal death and the punishment of hellfire. For
there is no forgiveness of sin without the shedding of blood.

But our FATHER in Heaven does not require the sacrifice of your blood. He has already
made provision for your absolution; He has already provided a Substitute for your punishment
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that He can offer to you His forgiveness. GOD has already poured out His wrath on Someone
else, that He can pour out on you His mercy. That is the reason we gather here this night—to
celebrate the benefits of GOD’s infinite grace, mercy, and love. We gather here this night to give
thanks to GOD, and not simply to give Him thanks, but also, and this primarily, to receive the
benefits of His grace, mercy, and love in the forgiveness of our sins through the blood of JESUS,
GOD’s SON.

“For there is born to you this day in the city of David a SAVIOR, who is CHRIST the
LORD.”  “For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a SON is given.” In royal David’s city, was born
our Salvation—JESUS. There, He undertook a great exchange. CHRIST JESUS veiled His glory
and majesty, assuming our human frame; He became human, assuming our flesh and blood, and
it is this Blood, His Blood, which pays the price for all your dirty little secrets—the Blood of
this innocent Infant—JESUS.

In our LORD, GOD has become man, but not just any man, He is the long expected
MESSIAH, the CHRIST, the GOD / Man, JESUS. He is born of the Blessed Virgin Mary so He can
absorb into Himself all of your deadly, secret, and not so secret, sins. In CHRIST JESUS, all those
sins have been carried to Golgotha, and there, were nailed to the Cross—His Cross. And the
Babe, when grown to full manhood, gave up His SPIRIT to His FATHER, and breathing His last
breath, He died, along with your secret sins, for all sin. The price has been paid. Blood has
been shed, our sins are forgiven, and we are free!

So, we are here, to receive “good tidings of great joy which will be to all people,” tidings
which announce unto you that this JESUS, who this night lays weak and helpless, wrapped in
rags and laid in straw, is also the very “LAMB OF GOD, who takes away the sins of the world.”
For this is the reason JESUS was born, and it is for this reason He died, and it is for this reason
that the angels sing: “Glory to GOD in the highest, And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!”

YAHWEH, GOD Himself, the Great I AM, is born in the Flesh of the EMMANUEL. JESUS is
GOD in the flesh and He comes to shepherd and save His people. This He does by giving up His
life for them, by dying for them that they might live in the eternal joy of His presence in
Heaven.

He died, and yet the One slain now lives. He lives, having conquered death and the
grave. He lives and so, too, shall you. For just as the grave could not hold Him, nor can it hold
you. For itis written: “Do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into CHRIST JESUS
were baptized into His death? Therefore we were buried with Him through Baptism into death,
that just as CHRIST was raised from the dead by the glory of the FATHER, even so we also should
walk in newness of life. For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death,
certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection.”

So run with the shepherds to that sleepy little village of Bethlehem. Run and see your
SAVIOR, this thing that the LORD has made known to us. Run and see this Infant King of kings,
who is GOD in our flesh. Run and see, take Him up in your arms and embrace the One who
holds the whole of creation in the palm of His tiny infant hand. Hold Him and remember that
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He came that you could give to Him all your secret pain and sorrow, your sin and your death.
He gladly takes them from you and replaces them with joy, mercy, salvation, and eternal life.

Then follow the Great Shepherd to Jerusalem and there kneel before the Babe lifted up on
a tree. Behold His triumph in the shame of the Cross, for there is His victory and ours. There
He is enthroned, not in the wood of the manger, but on the wood of the Cross.

Then, look beyond the Cross, to the empty tomb, for Good Friday and Easter are the
reason for Christmas. That is where the price for our dirty little secret was paid. That is where
sin is forever thrown down and mankind is raised up to be reconciled to God. That is the reason
for Christmas. That is the reason the angels sing.

See the Babe, exalted by the angels and adored by the shepherds. For He is the CHRIST,
by highest Heaven adored. This is JESUS who has come to save His people from every dirty
little secret that plagues us. Yes, this is the Babe who is born that we no more may die, the same
CHRIST JESUS who declares,

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER, AND OF THE *¥ SON, AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. AMEN.
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