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THE FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT—AD TE LEVAVI
Text: St. Matthew 21:1-9

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER, AND OF THE ** SON, AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. AMEN.

Our FATHER who art in Heaven, hallowed, be Thy Name, Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be
done on Earth as it is in Heaven. And so we pray with boldness and confidence as our dear
LORD JESUS has taught us. We pray to our GOD, our true FATHER in Heaven, even as children
pray to their dear earthly father, asking Him to teach us to honor His name and beseeching Him
to send His HOLY SPIRIT that, by His grace we believe unto salvation and eternal life. He has
answered our prayers and sent His one and only SON to save us. JESUS, the King of Heaven and
earth, did not consider His throne more worthy than His love for us, and heeding the desires of
His FATHER, He stepped down from His throne in Heaven above, and taking on the form of a
slave, died for us on the Cross.

We prayed, “Thy Kingdom come,” and the FATHER sent His Kingdom in the Person of
JESUS CHRIST, His SON. We cried out, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is He who
comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!”” and hallowed His Name among us.
For this King “did not come to be served, but to serve and give His life a ransom for many.” He
comes “‘with healing in His wings” for all those who love and fear His Name and call upon Him
for mercy. Our true King came forth to fulfill not a lust for riches, fame, or power, but the will
of GOD, “on Earth as it is in Heaven.”

When we pray “Thy Kingdom come,” we join with the children and the faithful who
cried out their hosannas to JESUS that first Palm Sunday. When we pray “Thy Kingdom come,’
we too, are begging for release from this world that seems to be spiraling down ever more
quickly to destruction. For the word, hosanna, means “save us now” and there is no other
salvation than that which comes in the person of JESUS CHRIST who is the Kingdom of GOD in
human flesh.
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We pray “Thy Kingdom come,” because we, too, are caught up in this deadly spiral of
destruction. Thus, we pray for GOD’s mercy, pleading with Him to save us from this body of
death which is held captive to the wanton desires of our old sinful flesh, ever more willing to
listen to the sickly-sweet voice of Satan and the unbelieving world than that of our LORD and
SAVIOR, JESUS CHRIST. We pray for release from the self which is an all too willing participant
in a world that says, “There is no truth, and even if there is, it will not be found in the Bible. So,
live as you please. Do as you please. If it feels good do it. Make your own rules and bend or
break the others. Eat, drink, and be merry, for there is nothing left after this life and tomorrow
you die.”

When we pray “Thy Kingdom come,” we are pleading with GOD to establish His
Kingdom among us and send His HOLY SPIRIT to us that we might not resist GOD and His
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goodness, and His Kingdom, but instead, resist our unholy desires. We pray that GOD would
give us the strength to defy our sinful urges and passions, for these drive us to turn in on
ourselves, to live for ourselves alone, and ignore the will and love of GOD and the needs of our
neighbors. This we pray, because such sin drives us to resist GOD’s SPIRIT and the holy life He
wishes for us to live. Our sinful flesh resists the conversion GOD’s SPIRIT would bring; a
conversion from animal desires and brute cravings to that of true sons and daughters of GOD in
His Kingdom.

Thus, we pray “Thy Kingdom come,” to implore our LORD to stir up His power and come
among us, acknowledging and confessing that we need to be rescued and set free from the lost
lives we lead. For we do not accept with thanksgiving whatever blessing or trials GOD, in His
inscrutable wisdom, gives to us. We are not willing to wait on the LORD, knowing that He has
promised to make “all things work together for good to those who love [Him], to those who are
called according to His purpose.” We are short on patience for Him who is long suffering with
our rebelliousness and “slow to anger”’; we are short on love for Him who is “abounding in
steadfast love for all who call upon [Him].”

Still, our GOD has not turned His face away from us. He has not cast us from His
presence, nor has He removed from us His HOLY SPIRIT. Instead, our FATHER in Heaven, has
been gracious to us and full of compassion “for His mercy endures forever.” He is faithful and
just, and we, in spite of our sinfulness, are showered with His grace. He has heard our prayer
and has sent His SON to rescue us.

According to the tender mercy of our GOD, and in spite of our weak faith; in spite of our
rebellious resistance to His love; in spite of our lack of patience and trust; in spite of our lack of
love for GOD and our neighbor, our LORD has heard our prayer, and has stirred up His power to
come among us, to be in the very midst of us. For our GOD does not deal with us according to
our sins, but according to His grace. He does not treat us as we are wont to treat each other, but
according to His merciful love.

So we pray, “Thy Kingdom come,” and GOD, in His mercy, sends His only begotten SON,
JESUS. He sends Him to ride into Jerusalem to die, and His will be done. For this, the city of
peace, the city that “kills the prophets and stones those sent to her” will deliver the world by
murdering GOD.

JESUS rides into Jerusalem, the KING of kings and LORD of lords, yet not with the pomp
and circumstance of an earthly king, but “Lowly, and sitting on a donkey, A colt, the foal of a
donkey.” He rides in majesty subdued, and in glory cloaked in humble human flesh. He rides
on to die. He rides uncomplaining forth as a Lamb to the slaughter. He rides forth that holy
day, to fulfill the Law and the Prophets. He rides forth to trample and crush the head of Satan
and beat back death and hell. JESUS rides, not as a victor, but as the Victim pure, the Victim
holy, the Victim immaculate, as the Victim of our sin, captive to His love for us.

So it is, that our new Church year begins at the end, for this historic event, and the events
that proceed from it, are the foundation upon which the Church stands or falls. Our salvation
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and freedom from sin, Satan, and the grave are the result of this historic week. This is the week
that JESUS “execute[d] judgment and righteousness in the earth.” If it is not so, then we are, of
all men, the most to be pitied.

Thus, St. Paul tells us that “now it is high time to awake out of sleep, for now our
salvation is nearer than when we first believed. The night is far spent, the day is at hand.
Therefore let us cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of light. Let us walk
properly, as in the day, not in revelry and drunkenness, not in lewdness and lust, not in strife
and envy. But put on the LORD JESUS CHRIST, and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill its
lusts.” Prepare for the coming of the Lord for whose coming the Church so fervently prays, for
God has blessed us with another year of His Grace. But the time is growing short, and our
salvation is much closer than when we first believed.

Our King has come, and with Him He brings the Kingdom of GOD. Where one finds the
King, there one also finds the Kingdom, for the Kingdom is found in the Flesh and Blood of
JESUS who is truly KING of kings and LORD of lords.

Thus, the Kingdom of GOD is found here, in this holy house, and many hundreds of
thousands of others where the King comes in His Word preached into your ears, and in the same
Body and Blood fed to you from His altar, that rode into Jerusalem on a donkey and her foal, the
same Body and Blood given and shed for you for the forgiveness of your sins, and the
strengthening of your faith, thus preparing you for His second coming on that great and final
Day when all things will have been made new and all things completed in Him.

The same LORD JESUS who was born, died, and was the first-born from the dead, will
return for you. That day is coming soon. You have received the gifts of His first Advent to
prepare you for His second coming, His Second Advent. For this we pray, “Thy Kingdom
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come.

When that Day comes, your King will not come as He once did. He will not come to you
“lowly, and sitting on a donkey,” instead, He will come with a shout, and a great trumpet blast
will shake the heavens and the Earth. Though He will come still bearing the humble flesh of His
Blessed Virgin Mother, His glory will no longer be veiled, and His power will know no
restraint. He is “7THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS " and He is coming to bring you and all
believers home.

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER, AND OF THE " SON, AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. AMEN.
T SOLI DEO GLORIA ¥ ¥
Rev. Raymond D. Parent II
Our Savior Evangelical Lutheran Church

Crestview, Florida
12/1/24 A%D



